
244Artman recalls that Fowler said Ickes is the person who "can get the job done." 
Artman perceived that Fowler’s comments, combined with his solicitation of future support,
suggested a quid pro quo arrangement.  Artman G.J. Test. at 28-30.  No other witness supported
either this recollected statement or this perceived agreement, though Sikorski recalled Fowler’s
saying that "you’re talking to the right person or you’re targeted at the right target" when
O’Connor said he was trying to reach Ickes.  Grand Jury Testimony of Gerald Sikorski, Oct. 16,
1998, at 85-86 (hereinafter "Sikorski G.J. Test.").

245Jones recalls that the group asked Fowler to contact both Ickes and the Interior
Department directly. 

246These witnesses, and Fowler himself, understood the references to "supporters" and
"friends" to be suggestive of solid voting and financial support.  See e.g., Four Feathers v. City
of Hudson Deposition of Lewis Taylor, Dec. 17, 1996, at 69-72; J. Jones G.J. Test. at 23-25; and
Fowler G.J. Test. at 89-92.
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Avent.  At bottom, though, despite direct contacts with the Interior chief of staff and White

House aides, O’Connor told Fowler that the opponents felt they were not receiving the response

they should get, and that they wanted his help to communicate with Ickes.  They hoped that Ickes

would communicate with the Interior Department so that it would focus on the position of these

opponent tribes.244

All of the guests left the meeting feeling generally they had achieved what they set out to

do.  Several of them recall that Fowler pledged to contact Ickes245 and have Ickes in turn call

Secretary Babbitt to convey to him that these tribal leaders were “friends” of the Democratic

Party who should receive fair consideration.246  Sikorski provided Fowler documentation on the

issue, including letters reflecting congressional positions on the project, and a typed sheet listing

phone and mailing contact information for Babbitt, DOI Chief of Staff Collier and IGMS

Director Skibine.  

Artman recalls that the tribal leaders proceeded immediately from Fowler’s office that

day to a gathering at the curbside outside DNC headquarters, where Kitto conducted a brief


